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Early Years Foundation Stage Policy 
 
 

“Every child deserves the best possible start in life and the support that enables them to fulfil 
their potential. Children develop quickly in the early years and a child’s experiences between 
birth and age five have a major impact on their future life chances. A secure, safe and happy 
childhood is important in its own right. Good parenting and high quality early learning together 
provide the foundation children need to make the most of their abilities and talents as they 
grow up.”   
(DfE Early Years Statuatory Guidance March 2013)   
 
 
What is the Early Years Foundation Stage and why is it so important? 
  
The Early Years Foundation Stage applies to children from birth to the end of the reception 
year (3-5 Years of age). The Foundation Stage is important in its own right, and in preparing 
children for later schooling. The Early Learning Goals set out what is the expected level of 
development of most children by the end of the Foundation Stage. 
Children joining our school have already learnt a great deal.  The Early Years education we 
offer our children is based on the following principles: 
 

 it builds on what our children already know and can do; 

 it ensures that no child is excluded or disadvantaged; 

 it offers a structure for learning that has a range of starting points, content that matches 
the needs of young children and activity that provides opportunities for learning both 
indoors and outdoors; 

 it recognises every child is a unique child who is constantly learning and can be resilient, 
capable, confident and self-assure; 

 it recognises that children learn to be strong and independent through positive 
relationships; 

 it recognises that children develop and learn in different ways and at different rates; 

 it provides a secure, caring, challenging, stimulating and enabling environment in which 
there is a strong partnership between practitioners and parents and/or carers; 

 it ensures that learning is fun and children enjoy coming to school and continue to be 
enthusiastic and engaged learners. 

 
The Foundation Stage Curriculum 
 
The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) curriculum encompasses 7 areas of development.  
These consist of 3 prime areas and 4 specific areas.  The holistic nature of child development 
means that development in one area of learning is unlikely to occur in isolation.   Secure 
development in the ‘prime’ areas will underpin and promote development in the ‘specific’ 
areas.  As a result, the curriculum and activities in the reception class reflect this and aim to 
promote development in many areas of the curriculum and the holistic development of each 
child.
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Prime areas 

Communication and Language 

Listening and Attention 

Understanding 

Speaking 

Physical Development  
Moving and handling 

Health and Self care 

Personal, Social and Emotional 
Development 

Self-confidence and self-awareness 

Managing feelings and behaviour 

Making relationships 

Specific areas 

Literacy 
 

Reading 

Writing 

Mathematics 
Numbers 

Shape, Space and Measures 

Understanding the World 

People and Communities 

The World 

Technology 

Expressive Arts and Design 
Exploring and using media and 
materials. 

Being imaginative. 

 
Curriculum Planning 
 
Planning takes place on three levels, long term, medium term and short term/ weekly and daily 
planning.   
 
The long term plan details the intended coverage of topics throughout the year and a brief 
description of the intended areas of the curriculum to be covered.  The long term plan also 
covers the possible learning outcomes for each area of the continuous provision that is 
delivered by our rich environment.   
 
Medium term planning is completed half termly and highlights which early learning goals the 
planned activities will work towards.  Planned activities will usually promote development in 
more than one area of learning.  During adult led and adult directed activities wherever 
possible the activities are play based allowing children to engage in hands on, meaningful 
learning experiences. 
Short term plans are completed weekly and give in greater detail the activities to be covered 
and the groups of children and differentiation techniques to be employed to ensure all learning 
is at an appropriate level for each child.  Short term planning is drawn up with reference to 
observations and assessments to help ensure the activities meet the needs of each child.  
Planning may at times be altered as a result of evaluation, reflection and observations 
throughout the teaching week to ensure it meets the children’s interests and needs. 
All planning makes reference to the Early Learning Goals and ‘Development Matters’ as stated 
in the EYFS documentation.  Phonics planning makes reference to the ‘Letters and Sounds’ 
documentation. 
 
The learning environment 
The learning environment for children in Reception comprises of a classroom with direct 
access to an outdoor area.  The outdoor area consists of a grassed area and tarmac area.  
The equipment in both the indoor and outdoor area is designed to promote development in all 
seven areas of learning. 
 
Inside the classroom there are designated areas to promote all areas of development, ie 
 - role play area (changed regularly) 
 - book corner 
 - exploration area 
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 - creative are a- offering opportunities for painting, collage, clay  
 - modelling area 
 - small world area 
 - construction area 
 - malleable materials area 
 - sand and water tray (outside) 
 - baking area 
 - mark making/writing area 
 - listening area 
 - carpet area for large group discussion 
 - iPads 
 
Where possible resources within the learning environment are clearly labelled and easily 
accessible for children to promote independence.   
 
The outdoor continuous provision primarily consists of: 
 
 - grassed area 
 - hard core area 
 - water and sand area 
 - reading area 
 - mud kitchen 
 - herb garden 
 - digging and planting area 
 - sound station 
 - maths area 
 - writing area 
 - painting area 
 - multipurpose area for gross motor development area (rope bridge) 
 - shed containing a range of wheeled vehicles 
 
Play and child initiated learning 
 
Play is integral and vital to a child’s development. When a child is at play they are instinctively 
learning and discovering aspects concerning themselves, others and the environment they find 
themselves in. In essence children learn through play. 
 
Consequently the value of good quality play opportunities should be paramount in the early 
year’s curriculum. 
Through play our children explore and develop learning experiences, which help them make 
sense of the world. They practise and build up ideas, and learn how to control themselves and 
understand the need for rules. They have the opportunity to think creatively alongside other 
children as well as on their own. They communicate with others as they investigate and solve 
problems. They express fears or re-live anxious experiences in controlled and safe situations.   
 
Special Educational Needs and disabilities (SEND) 
 
Through regular observations and assessments the staff identify any children who we feel may 
benefit from additional support to make progress at the expected level for their age.  In liaison 
with the SENCO the children are monitored and where appropriate an Individual Education 
Plan (I.E.P) is drawn up which details the support the child will receive which is above and 
beyond that provided to the rest of the children.  Short term planning identifies where the 
needs of children with SEN are being met through differentiation.  I.E.P’s are regularly 
reviewed by the staff with parental contributions.  Where necessary staff will work alongside 
external agencies to promote the development of the children, e.g. Speech and language 
therapists, physiotherapists, educational psychologists etc. 
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Equal opportunities 
 
At St Andrew’s Primary school we believe that all children, regardless of gender, race, faith or 
ability should have access to all areas of a rich, stimulating and fulfilling curriculum.  Teaching 
actively challenges stereotypes and promotes equal opportunities for all. 
 
Assessment, Recording and Reporting 
 
Assessments are conducted throughout each term.  These include  
 - Timed observations of children during child initiated activities. 
 - Assessments of incidental observations. 
 - Assessments gathered from small group adult led activities.  
 - Discussions between staff and noting of significant observations. 
 - Discussions between staff and parents/ carers.   
 
Each child has an Early Years Foundation Stage profile (EYFSP) which is updated at least 
every half term.  After entering our setting a ‘baseline’ assessment is completed.  This draws 
upon information from pre-school settings, discussions with parents and observations of 
children within the first few weeks of school.  This ‘baseline’ helps to build a picture of a child’s 
current level of development and identifies the next steps for each child to be incorporated into 
planning.  Each half term children’s development and progress is updated on their EYFSP.   
 
The assessment information gathered is then fed into planning to ensure future activities build 
upon what the children already know and promotes further progression. 
 
Parents meet formally with staff at a parents evening in both the Autumn and Spring terms.  
Parents receive a full written report at the end of the summer term alongside a summary of the 
child’s level of development in relation to the Early Learning Goals.   
Foundation stage profile scores for each child are submitted to the LA at the end of June.  The 
profiles are then passed onto the child’s Year 1 teacher. 
 
There are 17 Early Learning Goals in total which stipulate the 'expected' level of achievement 
for a typical Reception aged child.  At the end of the Reception year a judgement is made as 
to whether children have demonstrated they are at the 'expected' level of development and 
have achieved the Early Learning Goal, or whether they are still working towards the Early 
Learning goal ('Emerging') or indeed whether children have demonstrated that they are 
working beyond the Early Learning goal level and are 'exceeding'.   

At the end of the year parents will receive a report stating whether their child is 'emerging', 
'expected' or 'exceeding' in relation to each of the 17 Early Learning Goals.   

 
Parents as partners 
 
We value the role of parents highly.  Parents know the strengths of their children better than 
anyone else.  During the initial open evening new parents are given the opportunity to share 
with staff any information about their child, i.e. strengths, weaknesses, likes/ dislikes etc.   
We operate an open door policy which means parents have plenty of opportunity to talk to staff 
but we do like to start teaching shortly after registration at 9am. This also provides 
opportunities for two way discussion between staff and parents.  Displayed on the classroom 
notice board for parents is information about forthcoming events and news.     
Parents are encouraged to record comments in their child’s reading and phonics diary which 
goes home each day.   
See also the ‘Home school agreement’ policy. 
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Admissions and transition procedures 
 
Staff work closely with Key Stage One and Reception class to build relationships with children 
from pre-school that are due to join the Reception class in the future.  We take children from 
age 3 and are equipped with experienced and highly skilled pre-school assistants to cater for 
their developmental needs. 
In addition to these informal opportunities children are also invited formally to spend time in the 
Reception class prior to their full time admission.  
Parents are invited to an information evening where staff and parents have the opportunity to 
discuss typical procedures within the reception class and receive an information pack. 
The Reception staff also meet with Year 1 teaching staff to discuss children’s strengths and 
areas for development.  
 
Child welfare 
 
In line with EYFS requirements the following staff in the Nursery and Reception classes have 
suitable first aid training:  Kelly Williams, Debs Gee, Sheila Jagger, Sarah Batowski. 
Where a child requires medication i.e. inhalers, this is locked away in a first aid cupboard.  
Parents are required to provide medication that is clearly labelled and accompany this with a 
signed medicine form.  Where necessary parents are required to come into the setting to 
administer the medicine as staff are not permitted to do so. 
Where a member of staff feels a child is in a vulnerable situation they liaise concerns with a 
member of staff designated for child protection (John Turnock and Ian Motton). 
 
Policy updated September 2014 
Policy review date September 2015 
 
Signed John Turnock (Consultant Head teacher) 
Signed Linda Bates (Chair of Governors) 
 


